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HE Children of Men are: generally 
prone. and inclin'd to endeavour, and 
attempt the Winning or Gaining ſome- 
A thing or other they eſteem conſider- 
able. Were I to ſhew you how. you might win 


the Riches, Honours, Eroſits and. Pleaſures. of the 


World, no doubt but you would readily embrace 
it, and follow all proper Directions to obtain 
that end; but I am now to ſhew you how to win 
Chrift, which is infinitely better, and for this, to 


perſwade you, to make your Adventure. Were 


we as ready fox this, as other things; à little Ar- 
gument would be ſufficient to make us endea- 


now ſer before us, inthe Words of my 


your to come up to ſo bright an F as is 


ext. 


Into the Accoumt of ſome Mens Lives, may be 
brought many a noble Exploit; but what is there 
that does match, or can compare with the winning 


of Chriſt; that's of more worth than ten Thauſand 
Worlds: This therefore is the grand and important 


Concern of human Liſe; the chief and ſure Prepa- 
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rative for an approaching Death: This is the Mark, 


we ſhould be all aiming ar; the Prise we ſhoudd 


be ſtriving for; this ſhould have the bent of our 


Naunde, and became che bulineſs-of our Tire] 
this mould ingroſs, and take up the Thoughts of 
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ar Hear:s, and even ſtrain, and enlarge the De- 
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F . 
fires of our Souls; this is that which ſhould excite, 


and engage, in the moſt united Manner, all our 


Powers and Faculties, even that we might win 
Chriſt ; this is as the hinge of our Hopes, and he 
is the Harbour and Haven of our Happineſs : 
And as ever we would eſcape the dreadtul Con- 
ſequences, of dying in our Sins, under the Curſe 
and Condemnation of the Law, the Wrath and 
Anger of Almighty God, and finally, the being ſent 
to the infernal Lake, and becoming as Fuel for 
inſufferable Flames, where there is weeping and 
wailing, and gnaſhing of Teeth, and that for ever 
and ever: Now I ſay as you would eſcape all this, 
be ſure to win Chriſt, On the other hand, as 
ever you would really, and in the moſt becoming 
manner, act your Part wiſely to gain for your 
ſelves the greateſt Riches, and raiſe your ſelves 
to the higheft Honours, and at length be brought 
to everlaſting Happinefs, obſerve the way to 
all this is plain before you, for if you win 
Chrift, you win all; but if you loſe him, all is 
loſt; for on this critical Point all turns, either 
for Heaven or Hell, Weal or Wo: On the win- 
ning or loſing of Chriſt, depends our moſt aw- 
ful and everlaſting Concerns, and now an oppor- 
tunity is put into your hands, for the winning 


this great Prize, and you may never have ſuch 


another. For if your Hearts, hereto, be not 
wanting, what can hinder your winning of Chriſt ? 
No that I may ſet this Affair in a clear light, 
and render it, if the Lord pleaſe, as profitable to 
your Souls, as it is great and important, I ſhall 
propoſe the following Method. 


I. To ſhew you what it is to win Chrift, 3 
II. Wherewith, or by what he is to be wol. 


III. Who 
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III. Who are likelieſt to obtain and bid faireſt 
for this Prize. 


IV. What Chriſt is to them that win him, 


that ſo great an Account is made of it by 
the Apoſtle, 25 

V. What is to be beſtowed on them that win 
him. 


VI. Apply the whole. 
I begin with the Firſt of theſe, namely, 


I. To ſhew you what it is to win Chriſt, and there- 
in give you the plain Import of my Text: It is no- 


thing leſs, than a regular conforming, and coming 


up to thoſe Requiſites, and Neceſſaries, whereon, 
they that win, may enter their Claim to Chrift 
as their own, or the taking thoſe ſteps, whereby 
we may advance towards him; as alſo put in our 
pleas of Propriety and Intereſt in him; and, on 
good grounds, uſe thoſe appropriative Expreſſions, 
which Thomas and Mary did, and many others have 
done, ſaying, My Lord, and my God. For it is not 
with the Winners of Chriſt, as with thoſe that ſur- 
vey other Mens Lands, tell their Moneys, and 
read their Securities, but when all is done, they 
cannot ſay, that a Foot of thoſe Lands, a Far- 
thing of ſuch Moneys, or a Line of all theſe Se- 
curities are theirs, but anothers: It is the Pro- 
priety in whatever is worthy, and excellent, whe- 
ther Perſons or Things, that gives the Proprietor 
Pleaſure and Satisfaction: It was with this view, 
no doubr, the Spouſe ſaid, my beloved is mine, aud 
T am his, Cant. 2. 16. and Mary, Luke 1. 46, 47. 
My Soul doth magnifie the Lord, and my Spirit hath 
rejoyced in God my Saviour : whoever therefore, on 
juſt Grounds, can make thoſe Claims, are, no 
doubt, of the number of them that have wa 
Ti: 
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Chriſt: and this I take to be the plain Import of 
my Text. | 

But this will yet more plainly appear, when 
we conſider, 

II. Wherewith, or by what, Chriſt is to be won by 
the Children of Meu : And that is, 


Yy 

1ſt, With their Eyes, 

2dly. With their Cries, 

3d. With their Enterpriſes, and 
4thly. With their Yielding and Aſſent. 


I begin with the firſt of theſe, namely, to ſhew 
you, that Chriſt is to be won with the Eyes of 
the Children of Men, by which I don't mean the 
Eyes of the Body, but of the Mind: of which 
we read, Epheſians 1. 18, 19, 20. The Eyes of your - 
Underſtandings being enlightned, that ye might know 
what is the hope of his Calling, and what the Riches 
of the Glory of his Inheritance in the Saints, and what 
is the exceeding greatneſs of his Power, towards them 
that believe, according to the working of his mighty 
Power, which he wrought in Chriſt, uben be raiſed 
him from the dead. 

It is with theſe Eyes, that Chriſt is to be won. 

When he, and his tranſcendent and ineftimable 
Excellency have the wiſhful Looks, and fixed 
Views of a well diſpoſed Mind, what can more 
effectually tend to the wining of Chriſt ? nay, who- 
ſoever does thus entertain him, hereby diſcover- 
ing the Signatures of a ſincere and hearty Love, 
may be ſure herewith to win Chriſt: And that 
this may appear as an undoubted. Truth, turn 

our Eyes to, and let your Minds be determined, 
* the unerring Words of his own Mouth, now 
Randing on Record, Cant. 2. 9. Thou haſt raviſhed 
ny Hears, my Se, my Spouſe, thou aſt roviÞed m9 
| 2 | ears 
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Heart with one of thine Eyes; while, it may be, with 
the other, like the Apoſtle, ſhe was looking with 
Contempt and Scorn upon all things here below ; 
but with this ſingle, and ſincere Eye, beholding, 
admiring, and earneſtly deſiring of Chriſt, where- 
with he profeſſeth that his Heart was raviſhed, 
and repeats it, that we might more fully ob- 
ſerve it, as if he had faid, © I am herewith 
* ſurprized, I am herewith overcome, Iam won 
* by thee. I am thine, I am no longer ſo ab- 
“e ſolutely my own, but, in many kind and graci- 
* ous reſpects, I am thine” And thus you ſee, that 
Chriſt is to be won, as it were, with our Eyes ; 
but to carry this beyond all doubt and ſuſpition, 
read Iſaiah 45. 22. where he expreſly ſaith, Look 
unto me, and be you ſaved, all ye ends of the Earth, 
for 1 am God: this, as if he had ſaid, is your Duty 
and Intereſt, this is your way of winning me: 
Let him then have the frequent Deſires, and 
fixed bent of your Minds, and no doubt but you 
will thus win Chriſt, and make your Claims to 
him as your own, as you have heard many 
others have done. 

Secondly, Chriſt is to be won likewiſe with the 
Cries of the Children of Men, when, from a 
deep ſenſe of their great need, and a full per- 
ſwaſion of his great Ability to help them, they 
addreſs his Throne, and implore his Mercy, with 
earneſt Importunity, which to do, is not only a 
likely, but an effectual way, to win Chriſt: A 
famous and remarkable inſtance of this, is the 
Woman of Canaan, who when Chriſt was journey- 
ing- toward the Coaſts of Tyre and Sidon, came 
forth, and addreſt him thus, ſaying, Lord, have 
Mercy on me, thou Son of David, but at firſt Chriſt 
ſeemed to take no notice of, or pay any regard 
to what ſhe ſaid, upon which the Diſciples being 

moved, 
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moved, ſaid, Lord ſend her away, for ſhe crieth after us. 

To which he replied, that he was not ſent but to the 

loft Sheep of the Houſe of {ſrael, whereto ſhe, poor 

Creature, could make no pretention, and might 

therefore think there was now no hope for her; but 

ſhe having a ſtrong bent, and a fixed Reſolution 

for the Prize, inſtantly ſurmounts this Difficulty, — 

and advancing nearer, preſſing him yet harder, 

and worſhipping him, renewed her Requeſt, ſaying, | 

Lord, help me. Then he replyed, in a kind of cutting 4 

and ſevere Manner, ſaying, I. is not meet to take 

the Childrens Bread, and caſt it to the Dogs ; but now 

behold, how aptly and readily, how wiſely and 

powerfully ſhe turns the Objection into an Ar- 

gument, the Repulſe into a Reaſon, the put off | 

Into a Plea, for, truth Lord, ſays ſne thou mayeſt | 

* call me a Dog, or compare me to ſuch an un- 

* clean and unworthy Beaſt, yet if I may talk 

© with thee, in this thine own way, do not the b 
þ 
| 
| 
| 


Dogs partake of the Crumbs that fall from 

* their Maſters Table? If then I be a Dog, which 

I freely own in ſaying, truth Lord, I am a baſe 

and unworthy Creature, yet far be it from my 

* Lord, that he ſhould be ſo hard, as not to al- 

low me, though a Dog, the Crumbs which fall 

* from his Table; for if both good and bad b 
Men allow this, I cannot think, I will not ad- ' 
*mit it, that my Lord the Son of David, who is 1 
© the beſt of all, ſhould be thus worſe than all.“ | 
Then ſaid the Lord, as being overcome herewith, | 
O Woman, great is thy Faith, be it unto thee 'even as 

thou wilt, Now IT appeal to you, whether this F 
Woman did not win Chriſt, and that in the man- 
ner I am no ſpeaking of: This is an inſtance in- WE. | 


deed ſo ſtupendious, that its enough to aftoniſh 9 
the very Angels, that Majeſty, Mercy, Grace and | 
Goodneſs, even that which is Divine, ſhould gr 
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The Chriſtian's Prize. 9 
thus low to be at the Pleaſure of ſo poor a Creature: 
It was but Crumbs that ſhe craved, but who can 
count her Cargo? It was but little ſhe ſpake for 
with her Tongue, but what Tongue is able to tell 
how much ſhe got, as included in that extenſive 
Grant, Be it unto thee even as thou wilt? And as 
before you have heard, that Chriſt profeſſed his 
Heart was raviſhed with the Eye of his Spouſe, ſo 
is it as much now in this Caſe, therefore he ſays, 
O Woman, great is thy Faith: © For though I have 
carried it ſhy and ſtrange, yea, ſevere and hard, 
as did Joſeph, ſomerime to his Brethren, yet he 
* at laſt was forced to ſay, I am Joſeph.” So here 
as if Chriſt had thus ſaid, I am Jeſus, and tho 


cc 


I have appeared thus to daunt and diſcourage 


„you, and as it were to break thy Heart, yet 
** ſuchare thy Patience, thy Prudence, thy Courage 
and Conſtancy, thy Hope and thy Faith, that 
* my Bowels are moved and troubled for thee, I 
am weary of forbearing, I can hold no longer, 
I am overcome, I am won by thee: I yield to 
** theſe powerful and prevailing Charms, and in 
* witneſs thereof ſay to thee, Be it unto thee even 
* as thou wile.” This Caſe you have at large 
in Matth. 15. 22, to the 29th. Nor was the Pſalmiſt 
a Stranger to this way, who took many ſucceſſ- 
ful ſteps herein, Pſalms 4o. 1. and 34. 17. The 
Lord ſaw the Afflictions, and heard the Cries of 
the Children of J1ſrael, before he came down to 
deliver them, ſo likewiſe the Lord ſaw the Tears, 
and heard the Cries of Hezekiah ; from all which 
I hope you will own, and yield, that Chriſt is to 
be won with the Cries of the Children of Men, 
Bur then, | | 
Thirdly, Chriſt is to be won by the Enterprizes 
and Adventures of the Children of Men. Lou 
know it is common — Men, when any thing 
1s 
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is ſet forth to be won, there is ſomething or other 
to be undertaken and done, by thoſe who deſign 
to win; and on the right and true Performance 
of "what is required, a pleadable Title depends : 
For it would be extremely vain, to claim a Pro- 
priety in the Prize, without pleading a Confor- 
mity to what is required; ſo in ſome reſpects, it 
mult alſo be in this Cafe : How idle and inſignifi- 
cant muſt they make the Apoſtles Talk, of the 
winning of Chrift, to be, who will admit nothing of 
this kind? Now, ' beſides what has been already 
faid, of that whereby Chriſt is to be won, there 
is this great Point of noble Adventure, to wit, 
ſubmiſſively to take up, and conſtantly to bear, 
and wear the Croſs ; for our Lord himſelf hath 
aſſured us, that he which takes not up his Croſs 
and follows him, is not worthy of him. They 
then that would effectually win Chriſt, muſt, you 
ſee, take up, and bear the Croſs. The blind Man, 
whoſe Eyes Chriſt opened, won him in this way: 
How was he envied of others, becauſe Chriſt had 
opened his Eyes, and was found afterwards: to 
ſpeak in his Favour, arguing that he muſt be of 
God, and a good Man, and that it was a marve- 
lous thing, that they knew him not, when he had 
opened the Eyes of one that was born blind, the 
like not having been done fince the beginning of the 
World ? And when he asked them, whether they 
alſo would be his Diſciples, they inſulted and revi- 
led him, and deſpiſed his Talk, ſaying, Doſt thou, 
who waſt altogether born in Sin, teach us; And 
they caſt him out; but Chriſt ſoon found him un- 
der the burthen of this Croſs, and to the end 


that he might win Chriſt, and enjoy the Pleaſure 


of ſo great a Prize, faid unto him, Doſt thou be- 
lieve on the Son of God? And he poor Man faid, 
Who is he, Lord, that I might believe, I, faich 


Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, that talketh with thee, am he; then he 
believed, and worſhipped him. May I not fay 
therefore, that he then won Chriſt, and that in 
this way of bravely taking up, and bearing the 
Croſs. Moſes is famous upon this Account, for 
when he came to Years, he refuſed to be called 
the Son of Pharaoh Daughter, chuſing rather to 
ſuffer Affliction with the People of God, than to 
enjoy the Pleaſure of Sin, which is but for a Seaſon ; 
eſteeming the Reproaches of Chriſt, greater Riches 
than the Treaſures of Egypt, (Mark.it) the worſt 
of Chriſt, even the Reproaches of Chriſt, are pre- 
ferred to all the Treaſures and Pleaſures of Egypt. 
Now is it not plain, that the blind Man and Moſes 
won Chriſt. John 9. Heb, 11, 24, 25, 26. And 


ä—ͤ—IQej—e2—ä —y—„— 


they that would win Chriſt muſt expect to dag ä 


and wear this Croſs; to be accounted and treate 

as the World's Fools, and to be born down with 
Satan's old Cant, and popular Cry, Have any of 
the Chief Prieſts, Scribes, Elders, and Rulers, of 
the People, believed? Do theſe make ſuch Fools of 
themſelves? Not they, but only thoſe baſe ignorant 
and accurſed People, which know not the Law, theſe 
are to bare the brands of Infamy. and Reproach 


but no matter for that, ſeeing. the Lord decides 


between the different Claimers of Wiſdom, on the 
fide of them that walk not in the Council, nor 


thus after the Cries of the Ungodly, Pſaln 1. 2. 
John 7. 47, 48, 49. Moreover, they that would 


win Chriſt, muſt adventure out into the unplea- 
fant Paths of apparent Loſs ; St. Paul is very ex- 
emplary to us in this, who in the Verſes preceding 
the Text, gives us to underſtand the gradual Steps 
he took towards this great Prize, and with eyery 
Advance that he-made, was conftrained, and yet 
contented to lay aſide, and loſe all his antece- 
dent, and otherwiſe * Excellencies, drop- 
e d 2 | ing 
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Ing one thing after another, till he comes naked 
to Chriſt ; aſſuring us, that if any other Man 
had whereof to have Confidence or Comfort in 
the Fleſh, he more, who was circumciſed the 8th 
Day, of the Stock of 1ſrael, of the Tribe of Benja- 
min, an Hebrew of the Hebrews ; touching the Law, a 
Phariſee ; concerning Zeal, perſecuting the Church; 
touching the Righteouſneſs which is in the Law, 
blameleſs ; but what things were Gain to me, thoſe 


I counted Loſs for Chriſt; yea doubtleſs, and I 


count all things but Loſs, for the Excellency of 
the Knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord, for whom 
I have ſuffered the Loſs of all Things, and do count 
them but Dung, that I may win Chriſt. This is the 
Mark I aim at, this the Courſe I ſteer, and the 
my I take; by all which the Apoſtle very ſtrong- 
ly ſuggeſts, that there is nothing in Religion, nei- 
ther Jewiſh, or Chriſtian, that is comparable unto 


Chriſt. A Perſon may obtain Baptiſm, ſo did Si- 


mon Magus ; or Church Memberſhip, as the fooliſh 
Virgins; or the Table of the Lord, as they that 
eat and drank-in his Preſence ; or the Gifts of Pro- 
pheſie, as they that did ſo in his Name, whom yet 
he will not own. Let us then above all, be ſure 
to win Chriſt, and reckon no Loſs too great, to 
win that which is unſpeakably greater; ſhould 
therefore your Morality and Self-Righteouſneſs, 
'be 'as near and dear to you, as either a right 
Hand, or a right Eye, yet theſe muſt be parted 
with. Could you ſay with St. Paul, touching the 
Righteouſneſs of the Law, you were blameleſs, 
yet you ſee, he is not only content to loſe it, 
but to count it as Dogs Meat, or Dung, that he 
might win Chriſt ; and ſurely herein he is very ex- 
emplary and inſtructive to us. Know then aſſured- 
ly as ever you would win Chriſt, you muſt attempt 
it only in theſe Paths, and with theſe Views. But, 
Lab | Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, Chriſt is alſo to be won by the Aſſent 
and Velding of the Children of Men, when he 
appears to make his kind Addrefles and generous 
Offers, to attract and draw us with the Charms of 
matchleſs Love, to anſwer all Objections, and re- 
move whatever tends to retard or hinder our Aſ- 
ſent and Yielding to the moſt fair and reaſonable 
Propoſals, attended with the higheſt and ſtrongeſt 
Aſſurances of the greateſt Favours: If hereby we 
are brought to per and yield, then, and there- 
by we do, or may be ſaid to win Chriſt, Every 
one who would win Chriſt, muſt be eſpouſed to 
him, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Rom. 7. 4. Te are be- 
come dead to the Law, by the Body of Chriſt, that you 
might be married to another, even to him that is raiſed 
from the Dead, meaning Chriſt, that you ſhould bring 
forth Fruit unto God: And I wiſh it could be truly 
ſaid of every one of us, as St. Paul ſaid to the 
Corinthians, that he had eſpous'd them to one Husband, 
that he might preſent them as a chaſte Virgin unto 
Chriſt : Of the old World it is noted, they were 
marrying, and given in Marriage; even ſo it is now: 
But how few are there to be found as willing and 
deſirous, eſpecially early, of Marriage - Union with 
Chriſt, as with one another? Notwithſtanding to 
our being thus eſpouſed to Chriſt, in an actual 
Senſe, nothing on our Parts can be more wanting, 
than the conſenting and yielding of our Minds. 
And methinks, we ſhould hardly forbear it, 
when we conſider, how kind and free, how fair 
and full, how wiſe and juſt, as well as unexception- 


able his Propoſals and Offers are, recorded Hoſea 


2.19. J, faith he, will betroth thee unto me for ever, 


and that is more than any Creature can do: 


Their Acts of this kind are of a ſhort Continu- 
ance ; in the Marriage-Knot, there is this Limit, 


Til Death ſhall part, but this is for ever. Death, 


which 
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which cuts and breaks all other conjugal Knots, 
doth, as it were, ſtrengthen this; Death breaks 
human Ties, and parts the Creatures, but it 
brings Chriſt and the Chriſtian nearer : And that 
we might have the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances, of Chriſt's 
Aim herein being our Advantage, and not 
his own, and that he can have no mean Ends in 
theſe his Offers, he adds, that he will do it in 
Righteouſneſs aud in Judgment, yea, in loving Kind- 
neſs, and in tender Mercies, and in Faithfulneſs, and 
thou ſhalt know the Lord: To be ſure, this is meant 
of all ſuch, who fincerely accept of, and conſent, 
and yield to theſe his many and moving. Offers. 
And ſure, in return to what you have heard from 
him, you ſhould be ready to ſay within your ſelves, 
* 'Thou haſt raviſned our Hearts, our Jeſus, our 
* Chriſt, thou haſt raviſhed our Hearts, our King, 
* and our God, we are ſurprized and overcome, 
we are taken and won with theſe thy Wonders 
© of Love; we admire, and accept, moſt thank- 
* Fully, theſe thy Favours; we yield and: refign 
e our ſelves unto thee *. Which whoever does, 
are certainly of the Number of them that win 
Chrift. And thus I have ſhewn you what it is to 
win Chriſt, and whereby it is to be done. 
III. I am to ſhew you, who: are likelieſt to ob- 
tain and bid faireſt for this ſo great a Prize, that 
ſo you may be ſtirred up, when you hear how near 
you are thereunto ; that even with one Step it'may 


cc 


be taken by you, and for ever after be yours: And 


who they be which are thus likely, hopeful, and 
promiſing, I ſhall deſcribe to you, in theſe follow- 
ing Particulars. arenen | 
Firſt, They are ſuch who are awaken'd and 
rous d out of their carnal Security, wherein 
they have been kept aſleep, -unconcern'd about, 
and not appriz d of their many and mighty 4 
zards, 
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| zards, their dreadful and amazing Dangers ; but 

being awaken'd, theſe inſtantly appear, and like 

gad furious and formidable Flood, or Inundation, 

with a rapid Force and Torrent, pour in- upon 

them; ſo that it's no wonder to hear them ſay, 

and that with great Anxiety and Concern, H/hat 

| ſhall we do to be ſaved : And of whoever this is true, 

j of them it may be truly ſaid, they are near, yea, 

| very near, the winning of Chriſt. An apparent 

!. Inſtance of this, is the Caſe of the ſturdy Jaylor, 

| who, having receiv'd an Order and Charge from 

| the Magiſtrates, to put Paul and Silas into Priſon, 

| | he, as well to diſcover his Envy, as his Ability, 
| 


—ͤ—— — 


his Violence, as his Vigilance, 'tis ſaid, thruſt 
them into the inner Priſon, and made their Feet faſt in 
the Stocks ; and this being done, goes away, to be 
ſure, as ſecure in Satan's Bands, as he had left 
| Paul and Silas in his; not thinking, much leſs not 
1 deſiring to hear them preach thar Night to him 
| and his Houſe, or that this Night he and they 
were to win Chriſt: But ſo it muſt be, as the E- 
| vent makes it evident, for at Midnight Paul and 
| Silas prayed,” and ſang Praiſes to God, which Devoti- 
on of theirs was honour d with an Earthquake, 
that ſhook the Foundations of the Priſon; and 
To made the Priſon Doors flee open, and looſed the 
Priſoners Bands, and awaken'd the Keeper, who, 
finding the Doors open, and ſuppoſing that the 
Priſoners were gone, and knowing what would be 


the dangerous Conſequences thereof, to himſelf : 
N Having acted or play'd the bad Man before, was 
| | now about to play the mad Man, by attempting to 
38 kill himſelf; but Paul cried out, and ſaid, do thy 
f ſelf no harm, for we are all here: Then he called for a 
Light, and ſprang in, and falling down before Paul and 


Silas, ſaid, Sirs, Mat muſt I do to be ſaved? And 
they ſaid, believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, aud thou 


alt 
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halt be ſaved, and thy Houſe : And to the end that 
he and they might ſo believe, they ſpake unto him the 
Word of the Lord, and to all that were in his Houſe, 
and he and they believed, and ſo won Chriſt. And 
whoever are thus truly awaken'd, however it be 
done, are in a near and likely Way, of winning 
Chriſt. 

Secondly, Such as are wounded and broken in 
Heart, for breaking the Laws of God, and are in- 
| wardly ſick and grieved for the mighty Guilt of 
| their manifold Sins, theſe are in a near and likely 
Way for the winning of Chriſt, Matt. 11. 12. The 
whole need not a Phyſician, but they that are fick, When 4 
Chriſt appear'd, to break up as it were, his high 
and heavenly Commiſſion, one Thing in ſpecial, a- | 
mong many others therein inſerted, is this, that 2F 
he was ſent to heal the broken hearted, Luke 4. 18. So 
in Acls 2. 37. When they heard this, they were prick'd in 
their Hearts, and ſaid to Peter and the reſt of the Apo- 


— — 2F * 


* 
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id 


files, Men and Brethren, what ſhall we do ? And tho' | * 
this may ſeem the ſame Thing mention'd before, 
yet with reſpect to Degree, and many times as to 


Duration, it is at leaſt very diſtinguiſhable from the 
former, as may be intimated in our Lord's Invitati- 
on, Matt. 11. 28. Come unto me all ye that labour and | 
are heavy laden, and I will give you Reſt; the Appli- 4 
cation of ſuch Perſons to Chriſt, is after more Ex- | 
erciſe and Experience ; ſome, it may be, accept of, 
and cloſe with the Object, on the firſt Appearance 
and Offer, but others many times keep long off, 
and at laſt are more hardly brought ſo to do: E- 
ſpecially, if Satan have been a Minifter of Righ- 
reouſneſs unto them, teaching them to work out 
and eſtabliſh a Righteouſneſs of their own, while 
they hearken and adhere to this, it will effectually 
keep them from ſubmitting themſelves to the Righ- 
reouſneſs of God. And tho' Satan do thus ſome- 
I times 
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times interrupt, yet the Work being of God, they 
are recover d, and apply themſelves to Chriſt for 
Righteouſneſs and Strength, being now aſſured, 


that Satan's Remedies are as dangerous as their 


own Diſeaſes have been, ſo that it holds and ſtands 
good, that thoſe who are broken in Heart, and 
ſick in their Souls, by reaſon of their Sins, are in 
a likely Way of winning Chrift ; ſo did ſhe who 
waſhed Chriſt's Feet with her Tears, and wiped 
them with the Hair of her Head, to whom he ſaid, 
Thy Sins which are many, are forgiven thee, and thy 
Faith hath ſaved thee, Luke 7. 37. 

Thirdly, Such are likely to win Chriſt, who 
with a brave and exemplary Reſolution, conſtantly 
wait at Wiſdom's Doors, and watch daily at ker 
Gates, keeping thus within the Bounds of the Pro- 
miſe, Prov. 8. 34, 35. Bleſſed is the Man that heareth 
me, watching daily at my Gates, waiting at the Poſts of 
my Doors, for whoſo findeth me, findeth Life, aud ſhall 
obtain Favour of the Lord. The Gentiles having once 
heard the Goſpel, deſir'd to hear the ſame Things 
the next Sabbath Day, which being come, almoſt 
all the City came together, and upon hearing the 
ſame were glad, and glorified the Word of the Lord, and 
as many as were ordained to eternal Life believed, And 
did they not then win Chriſt? And was it not in 
this Way? In which, whoever conſcientiouſly and 
conſtantly attend and keep, are likely to win Chriſt, 
Ads 13. 48——52. But, 

Fourthly, They that would win Chrift, muſt be 
content to ſtrip and diſ-robe themſelves of their 
antecedent Attire and Atchievements, how excel- 
lent ſoever they may appear, or tending never ſo 
mach to raiſe their Conceits, inhance their Com- 
forts, or command their Confidence, even tho 
religious Rites, and an external and unſpotted 
Righteouſneſs, as the 1 and Glory of all, 
offs are 
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are the Foundation thereof, yet all this is to be 
parted with, tho' it ſtick as cloſe to many almoſt as 
their Skins ; for tho' the Ethiopian cannot change 
his Skin, nor the Leopard his Spots, yet they 
who would, and do win Chriſt, are content to be 
touched cloſe in this ſo tender a Point, and readi- 


ly caſt off, and renounce this for Chriſt. And in 


this grand Affair, I have ſhewn you already, what 
a bright and ſhining Example the Apoſtle is here- 
in unto us, as in my Text, and the Context ; and 
therefore ſhall ſay no more of it now, but here- 
with paſs to the next Thing : Which is to ſhew 
you, under the Fourth General Head, what Chrift 

is to them that win him. 79 
IV. I am now come to ſhew, what Chriſt is to 
them that win him, that ſo great an Account is 
made of it by the Apoſtle, which may appear in 
the following Particulars. | 
1. Chriſt is to them that win him a Friend, and 
that of the beſt kind, a moſt conſtant and able 
Friend. Mere human Friendſhip, is at the beſt 
but fickle, and uncertain; or if Kindneſs continues, 
yet Capacity may, and often times does fail, or the 
Diſtances of Dwellings may hinder friendly Help 
and Communications. But nothing of all this can 
interfere with the Friendſhip of Chriſt, who in 
this, as in all other Things, is always the ſame, 
Jeſterday, to Day, and for Ever; in the Proſpect and 
View of this, did the Spouſe ſay, Cant. 5. 16. 
This is ny Beloved, and this is my Friend, O Daugh- 
ters of Jeruſalem. That which ſeems to highthen and 
compleat the Calamity of Job, was this, that be- 
ſides the Loſs of his Children and Subſtance in the 
World, and the grievous Affliction in his Body, 
to all this was added, the frowning and forſa- 
king of his Friends, or their degenerating and 
becoming his Enemies, Job 19. 14, & c. But — 
_ the 


* 
* 


The Chriſtian's Prize. 19 


the 25th Verſe, as amidſt, or under all theſe, he 
ſpeaks with an Air of heavenly Pleaſure; ſaying, 
T know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he ſhall ſtand 
at the latter Day upon the Earth, and tho after my 
Skin, Worms deſtroy this - Body, Jet in my Fleſh ſhall I 
ſee God. As if he had ſaid, In this my fad, my 
* ſinking Circumſtance, wherein almoſt every 
Thing concurs to make my Life miſerable, yet 
ce this is my Reſt, Peace, and Pleaſure, that I have 
* a living, loving, laſting, and never - failing 
* Friend: Who is ſo well affected towards them 
* that win him, and doth ſo ſympathize with them, 
that tis (aid in all their Afflictions, he was af- 
*© flifted, and will in his own time effectually de- 
liver them out of them all, and wipe away all 
* Tears from their Eyes”. And is not ſuch a 
Friend worth the winning ? I appeal to your Con- 
ſciences, whether you can except againſt the Rea- 
ſonableneſs of your utmoſt Endeavours to this 
End. But, 

2. They that win Chriſt, do moreover win a no- 
ble and generous Surety, who, notwithſtanding our 
Debts, of more than ten thouſand Talents, is con- 
tented to have his Name inſerted, or put into our 
Obligation, and to hold himſelf ſtrictly and firmly 
bound to fee the Demands of Law and Juſtice 
fully ſatisfied, knowing well at the ſame time, that 
it would be demanded and required at his Hands ; 
and that nothing leſs than the Shedding of his moſt 
precious Blood, and laying down his moſt bright 
and unſpotted Life, would anſwer this End. Yet 
notwithſtanding all this, he bravely adventures 
hereon, and that not with a faint, but a moſt fer- 
vent Mind; aſſuring us by his Word, it was a ſtrong 
Deſire of, and Delight in doing the greateſt Good 
to the Children of Men, that led him out into, 
and carried him on cho all the difficult Work, 
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and dreadful Conflicts, which atttended him in the 


Diſcharge of this Obligation, Heb. 7. 22. Prov, 
8. 31. 
3dly, They that win Chriſt, do win a Counſellor 
or Advocate, and ſuch an one as does indeed ſur- 
paſs all others, Lai. 9. 6, His Name ſhall be called 
N cbunſelbr, the mighty God. When weighty 
Affairs are depending in Courts of Judicature, is 
it nor often times, with many a mighty Concern, 
to attain the ableſt Counſel ? But here is one that 
out-does them all, who neither needs, nor will 
take a Fee, but will a& as free for the Poor, as 
for the Rich ; and the greateſt Motive with him, 
is a free and willing Client, committing his Caſe 
and Cauſe unto him, My little Children, faith John, 
J write unto you, that ye fin not; and if any Man 
fin, we have an Advocate with the Father ; 3 not to a- 
nimate or encourage in a Courſe of Sin, but that 
none, who are ſurprized or betrayed into it, un- 
wittingly, or unwillingly, ſhould. afterwards fink 


under the Senſe thereof : And tho' now, it may be, 


they are not able to ſpeak for themſelves, yet even 
then rhey ſhould remember that there 1s one 1n the 
Court above, that both can and will do it for them, 


whoſe Blood ſpeaks better 'Things than that of 4. 


bel, even Pardon and Peace to all that repent, and 
by Faith apply unto him, to whom there is there- 
fore now no Condemnation. This Advocate ef- 
fectually pleading off whatever may be advanc'd 
towards ich an End; and that by the Merit of 
his own Blood, which is the Blood of the everlaſt- 
ing Covenant, ordered in all Things, and ſure, 
And is not ſach a Counſellor and Advocate worth 
the winning ? For ſuch an one is he e to all 

that truly do ſo: 1 
hh, Chrift is to all them that win him, a Wit- 
neſs, and this is often times of great Conſequence 
; — 
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among the Children of Men, when not only their 
Names, or Reputations, but their Eftates, and 
very Lives may be at Stake, and depend on a 
precarious, perverſe, and wicked Witneſs : With 
what Anxiety and Concern will one, in ſuch a 
Caſe, deſire and endeavour to obtain a ſubſtan- 
tial and ſufficient Witneſs, to counter-balance and 
confound the former? Why, ſuch a Witneſs as 
this, is our Lord Jeſus, to them that win him; 
this is the faithful and true Witneſs, Revel, 1. 5. 
Nor can it be, but as a great Bleſſing, that he is 
promiſed to be given as a Witneſs, as well as a 
Leader, and a Commander to the People, 1/a. 
55. J. He is a Witneſs to Men, of the gracious 
Purpoſes and Deſigns of the Great God, of his 
Counſels and Schemes, concerning the Salvation of 
loſt Mankind, by himſelf: To this is owing what 
we have on ſacred Record, to ſuch an end ; nor 1s 
Chriſt wanting in bearing Witneſs to God, of all 
the Deſires and Devotions of them that win him; 
there is not the leaſt Good in them, or done by 
them, but he beareth Witneſs of it to the Father ; 
as alſo of all their Weakneſſes and Wants, their 
Afflictions and Miſeries, of all their Enemies and 
Inſults, Oppreſſions and Perſecutions, of what 
Kind and Degree ſoever, and whatſoever pertain 
or belong unto them, this Chriſt witneſſeth: And 
thus you ſee, that they who win Chriſt, have both 
Advocate and Witneſs on their ſides, and that of 
the beft Sort; and what then can hinder Things 
going in their Favour? In the Proſpe& and Plea- 
ure of this, no doubt Job ſaid, Chap. 16. 19. My 
Witneſs is in Heaven, and my Record is. on High; 


which Confideration hath an apt and admirable 


Tendency to ſupport and bear up the Mind, un- 
der what tends to bear us down; keep therefore 
| . 7 
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in Remembrance, what Chriſt is in this reſpect, 
to all ſach as win him. But then, 

Fifthly, Chriſt is in a peculiar Manner a Judge 
to them that win him. Now when we conſider, that 
whatever be a Man's Cauſe, he hath Advocate, 
Witneſs, and Judge on his fide ; is there not great 
Reaſon to hope, that Things will be brought to 
a happy Iſſue? Lo, this is the Caſe of all who 
win Chriſt; for behold, when Chriſt ſhall appear, 
with an audible and Heaven-ſhaking Shout, ſay- 
ing, Ariſe ye Dead, and come to Judgment; when 
many ſhall fly and cry to the Rocks and Moun- 
tains to fall on them, to hide them from the Face 
of the Lamb; for the great Day of his Wrath is 
come; all this their Out- cry and Application 
will be to no purpoſe, for all muſt appear, when 
the Earth, Sea, Death and Hell muſt reſign, 
yield, and deliver up all that is therein; yet even 
then will he in the firſt Place, ad judge them to his 
right Hand, which now do win him, and there 
honour them to ſit with him, in judging all others, 
both Angels and Men; and after all, they ſhall en- 
joy everlaſting Life and Happineſs, together with 
him: Even fuch a Judge and Judgment they win, 
who win the Lord Jeſus, Matth. 25. 33. 1 Cor. 6. 
2, 3. Rev. 20. 12. 2 Cor. 5. 10. 

Sixthiy, They that win Chriſt, do moreover win 
a King, and ſuch an one, as is indeed the King of 
Kings, and Lord of Lords; and we know that what 
ſomerimes is not done by the Judge, is yet done 
by the Authority of the Crown: And that all 
Things needful may be done for them that win 
Chriſt; he is to this end made to become all unto 
them, and though he is King, over all, yet in a 
more peculiar Manner is he their King; to ſub- 
due and bring down all their Enenues, both in- 
ternal and external, as Sin, Death and OO 

and 
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and finally to beſtow on them his royal and eter- 
nal Favours; therefore he will appear to act 
not only as a Judge, but alſo as a King, then 
ſoall the King ſay unto them on his right Hand, Come 
ze bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared 
for you, from the Foundation of the World, Matth. 25. 
34. Rev. 19. 16. But, 92 

Seventhly, They that win Chriſt, do not only 
win a God, but the true God, who is ſo by Na- 
ture as well as Name, being the Brightneſs of his 
Father's Glory, and the expreſs Image of his Perſon. 
Iſaiah ſtiles him the mighty God, who as St. John 
aſſures us, made the World, and all Things that 
are therein; and it is he that upholds, main- 
tains and governs all, to the great End of his 
Father's and his own Glory, John 1. 1ſaiah 9. 6. 
1 John 5. 20. Nor is it poſſible that any ſhould 
win a greater or better Prize than this is, and 
ſuch do they win, who win Chriſt; and higher 
than this we cannot poſſible aſcend, or advance; 
yet I ſhall endeavour to deſcend to ſome other 
near and affecting Conſiderations. And therefore, 

E:ghthly, They that win Chriſt, do in him alſo 
win and find a Brother, a Brother offended, faith 
Solomon, is harder to be won than a ſtrong City; 
but though Chriſt hath been highly offended 
with our manifold and great Provocations, yet 
they that win him, do find him to be the beſt Bro- 
ther, and the firſt- born among many Brethren ; 
for both he that ſanctifieth, and they who are ſancti- 
fied, are all of one, for which Cauſe he is not aſhamed 
to call them Brethren, Heb. 2. 11. And he ſaid 
unto Mary, Go tell my Brethren, that 1 aſcend 
to my Father, and to your Father, to my God, and to 
your God, John 20. 17. Rom. 8. 29. wherefore in all 
Things, it behoved him to be made like unto his Bre- 
thren, that he might be a merciful and faithful High- 
=” Prieſt, 


—— — — — —— — — _-- - — — ——— 


24 The Chriſtian's Prixe. 
Prieſt, in things pertaining to God, Heb. 2. 17. And 
on this Foundation doth the Apoſtle raiſe the 
Doctrine of the tranſcendant and ineſtimable Ex- 
cellency of Chriſt, in his royal Prieſthood, and 
makes this his main Drift and Scope, in the con- 
ſequent Part of the Epiſtle; arguing from this 
very Point, that he is, and muſt needs be cloſely 
touched with the feeling of our Infirmities ; and 
that having been ſorely Tempted himſelf, is both 
able and willing to ſuccour them that are ſo: And 
is not ſuch a Brother as this worth the Winning, 
in whom are found the Perfections of divine and 
human Nature? But, | 

Ninthly, They that win Chriſt, do moreover 
win an Heir, and this you know is ſometimes a 
matter of great Conſequence and Concern among 
the Children of Men, eſpecially when the Heir is 
of great Blood, Family and Fortune; but know 
ye, that there 1s none who equal, or can compare 
with Chriſt, who 1s every way, and in all things, 
moſt ſurpaſſingly Excellent, who being the Eternal 
and Only-begotten Son of the eternal God, is the 
moſt rightful and undoubted Heir of all Things, 
Heb. 1. 2. And they that win him, are joint Heirs 
with him, as it is written, Rom. 8. 17. If Children, 
then Heirs, Heirs of God, and joynt Heirs with 


Chriſt, Now to be Heirs of all Things, and of 


God, which is the Glory of all; this is the Glory 
of all them who win Chriſt; and who can for- 
bear, at leaft to defire the being of this happy 
Number. . 

Tenthiy, Chrift is to ſuch as win him an Husband, 
and this is the neareſt of all human, perſonal Re- 
lations, wherein two are conſtituted, and made to 
become one, and in this near, dear and durable 
Relation, doth the Lord own and acknowledge 
them that win him, Ja. 54. 5. Thy Maler is thy 


Hus band, 
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Husband, the Lord of Hoſts is his Name ; the God of 
the whole Earth ſhall he be called And with this ve- 
ry Argument doth the Lord endeavour to turn 
the backſliding Children of {ſrael, ſaying, Return 
thou backſli ding Iſrael, for I am married unto you, Jer. 
3. 14. And hence are thoſe abundant Expreſſions 
of Benevolence and Good-Will towards his Church 
and People, in taking Care of, and making ſuch 
ample Proviſion for them, both temporal and ſpi- 
ritual. Nay, from hence arifes thoſe admirable 
Condeſcenſions of the divine Being, ro dwell with 
Duſt and Aſhes, to have intimate Fellowſhip and 
5 Communion with worthleſs Worms, and to take 
9 Pleaſure and Delight in ſuch deſpicable Beings 3 
for the Truth of which, take Chriſt's own Teftimo- 
ny, in anſwer to that Queſtion, How is it that thou 
wilt manifeſt thy ſelf to us, and not unto the World; if, 
fays Chriſt, à Man love me, he will keep my Words, 
and my Father will love him, and we will come aud 
make our abode with him. And ſuch an Husband 
as this, is Chriſt Jeſus, even moſt benevolent and 
kind, as well as able, conſtant and communicative 
to thoſe that win him. 

Eleventhly, and Laſtly, as to this; Chriſt is more- 
over to them that win him, a moſt bountiful and 
— generous Teſtator, who having well and wiſely 

; made his laſt Will and Teſtament, confirm'd the 
ſame by his moſt precious Blood, making all the 
Legacies therein inſerted, certain and ſure to all 
the Legatees : Now it is accounted a great Privi- 
lege amongſt Men, to be remembred by others in 
their laſt Wills, eſpecially if they be ſuch as are 
rich, and of great Worth in the World, and they 
ſhare greatly therein ; but there is no one, of no 
Claſs nor Condition, of no Rank nor Degree 
whatever, that is any Thing in Compariſon with 
Chriſt, in this Affair, whoſe Teſtamental Gifts and 
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Settlements do infinitely out-do them all, and that, 
both as to Kind and Duration, they being ſpiri- 
tual and eternal, as well as infallibly certain as to 
their Enjoyment, Heb. 9. 15, 16, 17. For this Cauſe 
he is the Mediator of the New Teſtament, that by 
Means of Death, for the Redemption of the Tranſgreſſi- 
ons that were under the firſt Teſtament, they which are 
called might receive the Promiſe of eternal Inheritance ; 
for where a Teſtament is, there muſt alſo of Neceſſity 
be the Death of the Teſtator, for a Teſtament is of 
Force after that Men are dead, otherwiſe it is of no 
Strength at all, while the Teſtator liveth. 

And as St. Paul faith to the Galatians, though it 
be but a Man's Covenant, or Teſtament, yet, when it 
is confirmed, no Man diſaunulleth, or addeth thereto ; 
and tho' it behoved Chrift thus to die and confirm 
his Will, yet that in this, as in all other Things, 
he might have the Pre-eminence, he roſe again the 
third Day, and now ever liveth to ſee his Will exe- 
cuted: And thus Chrift gives to them that win him, 
the Comforts which are contain'd in the Words 
of the Inſtitution of the Supper, faying, This Cup 
is the Cup of the New Teſtament in my Blood, which 
is ſbed for you, drink you all of it, But then, | 

V. I am to ſhew you, what Chriſt! hath to be- 
ſtow upon, and to be enjoy'd by them that win 
him; and as before we took ſome Notice of his 
Will, fo now are we come to the Inventory of what 
zs left to be enjoyed, of which St. Paul's Draught, 
or Deſcription, is in the moſt abſolute and uni- 
verſal Terms, ſaying, All is yours, 1 Cor. 3. 21, 
And ſeeing all Things are theirs that win Chriſt, 
we may be ſure of ſome Particulars; and thoſe 
whereof I ſhall treat may be reduc'd to the follow- 
ipg Heads. As, | 


Firſt, The Treaſures of Grace. 
I Grace. Secondh, 
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Secondly, 'The Tokens and Trophies of Honour. 
And, | 
Thirdly, The Manſions of Glory : Of all which, 
they undoubtedly ſhall have their Shares. I be- 
gin therefore with the 


Firſt, The Treaſures of Grace, all which are 
opened to them that win Chriſt, he having the Keys 
and Keeping, as well as the Order and Meaſure 
of giving out theſe in his own Hands ; for it plea- 
fed the Father, that in him ſhould all Fulneſs dwell, that 
of his Fulneſs we might receive, and Grace for Grace, 
Coloſſ. 1. 19. John 1. 14, 15, 16. And if we have 
the leaſt Regard to any, or all theſe, let us be 
ſure to win Chriſt. And theſe Treaſures of Grace, 
which are better than Gold, include in them the 
following Particulars. As, 

1. Pardoning Grace, or the Remiſſion of all Sing 
tho' of a ſcarlet Colour, or crimſon Dye, this is one 
of thoſe gracious Fayours and great Bleſſings which 
the Lord beſtows upon his People. When there- 
fore David would deſcribe the bleſſed Man, he 
brings this firſt into the Account, as of great Con- 
cern therein, ſaying, Bleſſed is he whoſe Tranſgreſ- 
fron is forgiven, and whoſe Sin is covered, and to whom 
the Lord imputeth Righteouſneſs without Works. Now 
how great ſoever this Bleſſing is, it is that which 
comes by, and through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to 
whom all the Prophets gave Witneſs, That who- 
ſover believeth in him, ſhould receive Remiſſion of Sins, 
Acts 10. 43. And he ſaith by Iſaiah, I, even J, 
am be that blotteth out thy Tranſgre(ſzons, for my own 
Jake, and will not remember thy Sins, Iſai. 45. 25. And 
the Apoſtle, Eph. 1. 7. in whom (that is in Chriſt) 
we have Redemption, through his Blood, even the For- 
giveneſt of Sin, according to the Riches of his Grace ; 
and it 15 he that hath loved us, and waſhed us from our 

D 2 Sins 
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Sins in his own Blood, Rev. 1. 5. And as without 
ſhedding of Blood there is no Remiſſion, ſo there 
is no other Blood that will anſwer this End, but 
the Blood of him that is God as well as Man, 
Acts 20. 28. And this is the Subject of that new 
and noble Song, ſung by the Elders, in the higheſt 
Strains, and to the direct and everlaſting Honour 
of our great Redeemer, ſaying, Worthy is the Lamb 
that was ſlain to take the Book, and loſe the Seals there- 
of, for thou waſt ſlain, and haſt redeemed us to God, by 
thy Blood, out of every Kindred, and Tongue, and Peo- 
ple, aud Nation, Rev. 5. 9. Now this great and gra- 
cious, this delightful and joyous Blefling, is the 
undoubted Portion of all that win Chriſt ; and if 
any here obſerve that I have omitted that great 
Bleſſing of Regeneration, it is true, and I have 
done it, becauſe I take that for granted, concern- 
ing all that truly win Chriſt, and that their ſo do- 
ing is a Conſequent of their being won, in a 
great Meaſure, by Chriſt; for it was after Chriſt 
had apprehended Paul, that he endeavour'd fo 


much to apprehend Chriſt, and that for which him- 


ſelf had been apprehended of by him: This I take 
to be a good Effect, at leaſt, following the good 
Works being begun, which doth not now ſo di- 
realy lye in my Way. And therefore, 

2dhy, Juſtification is another great Bleſſing, in 
which they ſhare that win Chrift, for tho' the 
Pardon of Sin is ſuppos'd, and included in this, 
yet is it too ſhort a great deal, fully to ſer it forth; 
and as Dr. Owen hath well obſerved, tho Juſtifica- 
tion and Pardon are not to be divided, yet they 
are to be diſtinguiſhed : Juſtification therefore, ac- 
cording to the Scripture, and the Doctor, is a 
Law- Term, as is alſo Condemnation; as therefore 
Condemnation don't make the Condemned guilty, 
but being found ſo by Examination and Evidence, 
| 2 | 18 
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is thereon and therefore condemned, ſo Juſtification 
don't make the Perſon juſt, but being found ſo, is 
thereon juſtified ; hence inferring, that the Qbje& 
of Juſtification is a righteous Perſon, which he ef- 
fectually proves, by collecting all the Places both of 
the Old and Neu Teſtament, where the Word is 
uſed, ſnewing clearly, that it cannot be otherwiſe 
truly underſtood (only one Place excepted) as that 
God-might be juſtify'd in his Sayings, and Wiſdom is 
juſtify'd of her Children: And the Lord gave it in 
Charge to the Judges of 1ſrael, that in the Cauſes 
which ſhould come before them, they ſhould juſtify 
the Righteous, and condemn the Wicked; and to 
a& the Reverſe was an Abomination unto him : 
But that Pardon, as well as Condemnation, have 
both to do with the Guilty; of which ſome ſome- 
times are puniſhed, and others pardoned, but not 
juſtified, appears from the Inftance of Joab, and A- 
biather the Prieſt, the former being put to Death, 
but the latter let live, tho* both were guilty ; yet 
Abiather was not juſtified ; but whom the Lord par- 
doneth, them he alſo juſtifieth ; yet ſo as that they are 
diftinguiſhable, and that as ariſing and coming 
from diſtin&, bur undivided Cauſes, as is the a- 
ctive and paſſive Obedience of Chriſt : And the Im- 
putation of both theſe diſtinct Cauſes, to the di- 
ſtinct and yet conjoyned Ends of Remiſſion and Ju- 
ſtification to them that believe, is that which doth 
properly conſtitute and formally denominate a Per- 
ſon juſt and righteous in the Sight of God, which 
the Doctor makes the formal Cauſe of Juſtification. 
And hereon, God's owning, acknowledging, de- 
claring, and abſolving of them as ſuch, whatever 
Conſcience, Men, or Devils may alledge or plead to 
the contrary, is that wherein Juſtification doth ac- 
tively and properly conſiſt : This, in ſhort, as near 
as I can remember, is according to the _— 
| tho 
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tho' it be Twenty Years or more ſince I read his 
worthy Book of Juſtification, Rom. 3. 4. Matt. 11, 
19. Exod. 23.7. Deut. 25. 1. Prov. 17. 15. 1 Kings 
8. 32. Ja. 5. 22, 23. But as Juſtification, in a ſpiri- 
tual Senſe, is the Prerogative of God, ſo it is that 
which is the undoubted Portion of them that be- 
lieve, or do in the Senſe of my Text win Chriſt. 
As 13. 39. 
3dly, Theſe ſhare in the Grace and Favour of 
Peace and Reconciliation with God, tho' Sin hath 
made a Difference and Diſtance between God the 
offended Sovereign, and Men the offending Sub- 
jects, yet this is made up, and an inviolable and 
everlaſting Peace concluded betwixt God and all 
that win his Son : Yea, tho' many Clouds may a- 
riſe, and obſcure the Light and Comfort thereof, 
yer, even then, as the Sun when clouded from 
our Eyes, ſhines in its native Luftre, Brightneſs, 
and Glory, ſo the Peace that is made by the Blood 
of Chriſt, is more firm and ftable than the Hea- 
vens and Earth, Ja. 54. 10. For the Mountains (ball 
depart, and the Hills be removed, but my Kindneſs 
ſhall not depart from thee, neither ſhall the Covenant of 
my Peace be removed, ſaith the Lord, that hath Mercy 
on thee, Oh thou afflicted, and not comforted, take 
notice that this Peace is conſiſtent with Trouble, 
Affliction, and Miſery ; and therefore ſaid Chriſt 
to his Diſciples, In the World you ſhall have Trouble, 
but in me you ſhall have Peace, John 16. 33. Rom. 
5. 1. Eph. 2. 14, 15, 16, 17. Who hath made 
Peace by the Blood of his Croſs, and by whom we receive 
the Atonement, and in whom God was reconciling the 
World to himſelf, Rom. 5. 11. 2 Cor. 5. 19. All 
which truly belong to thoſe that win Chriſt. 
But then, | 
athly,* Adoption, or the taking theſe into the 
Family of the Almighty, this certainly is a very 
great 
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great Bleſſing, and bright Diſcovery of divine Love 
and Grace, that the Children of Men, nay of the 
Devil and Hell, by Deeds and Deſert, ſhould not- 
withſtanding be made the Sons and Daughters 
of the moſt High and ever bleſſed God; ſurely this 
is the Lord's doings, and it ought to be marvellous in 
our Eyes, for to as many as received him, to them gave 
he Power to become the Sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his Name, 1 John 12. 13. Where note, 
that though they were predeſtinated to the Adoption 
of Children, Eph. 1. 5. yet it remained, that they 
ſhould become fo, by being born again, not of 
Blood, nor of the Will of the Fleſh, nor of the Will of 
Man, but of God: And do now, in the actual Re- 
ceiving of Chrift, exert and put forth thoſe Prin- 
ciples of Grace they received of God, in their 
Regeneration, and 10 become both paſſively and 
actively the Children of God, by Faith in Chriſt 
Jeſus, as all do that are fo, as witneſſeth the 
Apoſtle, Gal. 3. 26. 

5thly, The Preſervation and Security of thoſe, in 
this their regenerated, remitted, juſtified, and 
adopted State, to their being finally brought to 
everlaſting Glory, are all from thoſe Treaſures 
which are opened to, and beſtow'd upon them that 
win Chriſt, and do reſult and ariſe from and re- 
dound to the perpetual Praiſe and Glory of rich, 
free, ſovereign and ſufficient Grace, repoſited in 
the Hands of our Great Redeemer and Saviour, 
who upon the firmeſt Principles of an everlaſting 
Love, and mediatorial Engagements, holds. himſelf 
obliged to ſee all this made good, and therefore. 
did he ſay, other Sheep ] have, which are not of this 
Fold, them alſo I muſt bring in. And that he came 
not down from Heaven to do his own Will, but 
the Will of him that ſent him, that of all that the 
Father hath given him, he ſhould loſe nothing, 
bur 
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but raiſe it up at the laſt Day, and that his Sheep 105 
ſhould or would hear his Voice, and follow him, 
and that he would give unto them eternal Life, 
and they ſhall never periſh, for that none is able 
to pluck them, neither out of his nor his Father's 
Hands, John 10. 28, 29. But then, f 
Secondly, Jam to ſpeak of thoſe Tokens and 7 
Trophies of Honour, which are to be beſtowed | 
on the Winners of Chriſt, ſuch as to eat of the Tree 95 
of Life and hidden Mannah, ſurmount all danger of L 
the ſecond Death, have the white Stone, and in the 
Stone a new Name, which no Man knoweth, but he 
that receiveth it; and have the Morning Star, and 
Power over the Nations, to rule them with a Rod 
of Iron, and bind their Kings with Chains, and 
Nobles with Fetters, which Honour 1s attributed 
to all the Saints; theſe are all, no doubt, great 
Favours, and high Honours; of which to uſe St. ; 
Paul's Words, I may ſay, we cannot now ſpeak | 
particularly, but no doubt they include the Com- 
pletion and Confirmation of Happineſs, wherein 
there will be no Guard of Angels, nor flaming 
Sword in the way to obſtruct, or hinder the coming 
to the Tree of Life : Nor Corruption to rife, in con- 
temptuous Murmurings againſt the hidden Manna, 
as light Bread ; nor any Fear or Horror of the ſecond 
Death, having bravely ſurmounted, and being 
got above the ſame. Neither any more danger of 
Guilt, nor dread of great and deſperate Enemies, 
theſe being all, either ſubdued or deſtroyed, the 
white Stone being a Note of Victory and Conqueſt, 
nor any Anxiety of holding and keeping, either a 
ood Name, or Place, bur, as everlaſting Denizens 
of, and Dwellers in the City of their God, bear- 
ing and wearing continually the Name of both, as 
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[| an indelible Character that never wears out, have 
& royal Seat at the right Hand of him that is 6 
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of Kings, and Lord of Lords, enjoying thoſe Man- 
ons of Glory which Chrift is long ſince gone to 
prepare for them that win him; where they Hall 
ſee as they are ſeen, and know as they are known, 
When all Imperfections ſhall be done away, and 
4 that which is perfect is come; then Jacob ſhall 
— not halt, nor Leah be tender ey d, there ſhall be no 
1 Troubles of Heart, nor trickling Tears from 
ts 4 their Eyes, God having wiped theſe, with all their 
1 Cauſes, intirely away; for there ſpall be no more 
Death, neither Sorrow, nor Crying, neither ſhall there be 
any more Pain, for the former Things are paſſed away, 

then ſhall the Righteous ſhine forth, not only as 

the Stars, but as the Sun for ever and ever; 
everlaſting Joys ſhall be upon their Heads, and all 

Sorrow and Sighing ſhall flee away ; then Hearts 

and Harps ſhall be in tune, and truly ſet; to 

ſound forth, in the higheſt Strains, the Praiſe and 

We Glory of him that fits upon the Throne, and 
| the Lab, for ever and ever; then the bright, 
pure, and populous Regions will ring of, and re- 
ound with thoſe perpetual and raviſhing Hallelujas: 
All which now, to apprehend and expreſs, as it is 
in it ſelf, the beſt. of Men are but as little Chil- 
dren to the things of Men; and this I think is in- 
timated by the Apoſtle, when he ſaith, when I was 
a Child, I thought, ſpoke, and underſtood as a Child; 
but when I became a Man, TI put away childiſh Things ; 
yet as if he had ſaid, though now I am a Man as 
to former Things, yet but a Child to future ones; 
and therefore did he ſee but in part, and prophefie 
znpart ; nay, the part that he did fee, was but dark- 
15 as through a Glaſs; how much more may we 
ay, that we ſee rather through a Vail? Nor is it 
to be expected to be much better, till we all come 
in the Unity of the Faith, to a perfet# Man, unto the 
Meaſure of the Stature of = Fullneſs of Chriſt ; and 
| | there- 
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therefore now, as a Child in this Affair, I am 


obliged to deſiſt, and leave this, referring you 
to theſe ſeveral Places of Scripture, Rev. 2. 7, 11, 


17. Chap. 3. 5, 12, 21. John 14. 2, 3. Rev. 21. 4. 


1 Cor. 13. 9, 10, 11, 12. Eph. 4. 13. And, 

Having thus done with the five general Heads 
firſt propoſed, I now come to the Application 
of the whole. And that, 

I. In a Uſe of Admiration, whereto we are juſtly 
call'd, by a moſt ſtupendious Scene of amazing 
Wonders, that 1s herein opened to our View, even 
that a Perſon, ſo great and good, as is our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, who is the Brightneſs of his Father's 
Glory, and the expreſs Image of his Perſon, ſhould, not- 
withſtanding, be ſet as a Prize to be won by the 
Children of Men; what a ftupendious and ama- 
zing Stoop is this, that he who was in the Form of 
God, and thought it no Robbery to be equal with God, 
yet did, and does thus humble himſelf, as it is 
written, Ja. 52. 14. that many were aſtoniſhed at him, 
and well indeed they might, beholding herein the 
matchleſs and incomparable Compaſſion and Con- 
deſcenſion of our Lord Jeſus, who as he had no 
need of ſuch as we, ſo neither can he be any 
way advantaged or advanced by us; but he hath 
allowed and allotted the Advantage, as before you 
have heard, to them that win him: And therefore, 
when he was about to leave the World, he defired 
no more, with reſpect to himſelf, of the Father, 
but that he might be glorified with him; and that 


with the ſame Glory which he had before the 


World began and herein he acted on the higheſt 
Principles of Right and Reaſon, for as it was no 
more that he deſired, ſo there was no more that 
could be by him had, than abſolute, infinite, and 
eternal Perfections, which he always had, though 
now they are clouded with a mortal Body, _ 

this 
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this Vail of Mortality he longed to pur off, and 
have it ſwallowed up of Life; nor can this his 
Prayer be otherwiſe well underſtood, than in rela- 
tion to his Divinity, and that ſhare of Glory his 
Humanity was to poſleſs in Right of its perſonal 
Union therewith, 

2. Here is Matter and Cauſe of Admiration, 
that ſuch a Perſon and Prize, of ſuch unſpeakable 
Worth and Excellency, as is our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, with all the Advantages and Bleſſings that 
flow from him, ſhould not only be propoſed as a 
Prize to be won by the Children of Men, but 
that ir ould be done in ſuch a Manner, as hath 
been deſcribed, to wit, with their Eyes, Cries, 
Adventures and Aſſent; we are neither re- 

wired to fly in the Air, as doth the Eagle, or to 
95 and ſettle our Abode there, nor to carry the 
Mountains on our Backs, or to empty the Seas, 


neither to travel over them on our Feet, nor to 


go up to Heaven, or to ſtop the Courſe of the Sun, 
that we might win Chriſt, I ſay, no ſuch impracti- 
cable, or impoſſible Things are preſcribed to the 
attaining this End, but that which is expreſſed 
in the moſt eaſy Manner, he having ſaid, as you 
have already heard, Look unto me, and be you ſaved, 
all ye ends of the Earth, for he who ſo ſaith is God, 
and there is none elſe, Iſa. 45. 22. But to unhinge 
and take off our Minds from all ſuch vain and ima- 
ginary Difficulties as theſe, and to put us forward 
in this more eaſy way, St. Paul ſaith, Rom. 10. 6. 
Say not in thine Heart, who fhall aſcend into Heaven, 
to bring Chriſt down ; or who deſcend into the Deep, to 
bring up Chriſt ? As if he had ſaid, I am aware of 
your weak and carnal Reaſonings, when we treat 
of believing in, coming to, or winning of Chriſt, 
that you take it up as a very ſtrange and unac- 


countable Thing, ſeeing that he is in Heaven, and 
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you on Earth ; but behold, I ſhew you a nearer 
and ſhorter Way, to come at this Perſon and 
Prize, for, faith he, the Word is nigh thee, even in 


thy Mouth, when thou doſt ſpeak, or talk of him; 


and in thy Heart, when thou doſt think or medi- 
tate upon him, as he is revealed in the written 
Word, for the perſonal and eternal Word is al- 
ways 1n, and attending of the Oral, or written 
Word; whence he concludes, in ver. 9. That if 
thou ſhalt confeſs with thy Mouth the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and believe in thine Heart that God hath raiſed him 
from the Dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved. And to clear 
this Concluſion, he Kates it in the right order of 
Action, that is, that the Heart in believing mutt 
go before the Mouth in confeſſing of Chriſt ; for 
with the Heart Man believeth unto Righteouſneſs, and 
with the Mouth Confeſſion is made to Salvation. Step 
therefore quickly into this near and ready Way, 
look into the Word, where you may apprehend, 
and take hold of this great Prize, and as a grand 
Reaſon why we ſhould ſearch the Scriptures, him- 
ſelf hath ſaid, that they are they which teſtifie of me, 
John 5. 39. Bur, 1 


II. Here is room or place for a word of Ex- 


hortation, ſeeing we are ſo dull and flow of Heart 
to ſuch an important Affair, as is the winning 
of Chriſt, which does infinitely tranſcend all 
worldly Enjoyments; yet how few are there to be 
found, which are in good earneſt in queſt of 10 
great a Prize? and did not God require it, and 
the Sons of Men greatly need it, there were no 
need of this Exhortation ; but what is there more 
notoriouſly evident, than that the Children of 
Men are generally cold and heartleſs to that 
which is of the greateſt Conſequence ; as therefore 
the Whip and Spur are to the Horſe, ſo is Exhor- 
filo, and Argument unto Man; but whether 
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you will receive it kindly, or be freely mov'd by 
6 it, I know not, yet this I do know, that it muſt be 

F uſed; therefore I ſhall addreſs my ſelf firſt to 

1 ſuch as yet may not have won Chriſt, and then 

to them that have. I begin with the firſt of theſe : 

1. You, who ever you are, who neither think 

# upon, nor regard Chriſt, or the Winning of him, 
n but have the frequent Flights of your Fancies, 
þ the Courſe of your Thoughts, and reſtleſs running 
of your wild Affections, only toward the Creatures, 

and ſome vain imaginary Happineſs to be obtain'd, 

in the Acquiſition and Injoyment of ſomething or 

other of this kind, who let theſe ingroſs and take 
up the Thoughts of your Hearts, and ingage your 
utmoſt Contrivance, have the cloſeſt Application 
and Attention of your Minds. Oh ! Remember 
1 that this is your great Folly, and that it is your 
iy Wiſdom, Duty and Intereſt, to mind and make 
bl ſure of Chriſt, as your own, giving no Sleep to 
3 your Eyes, nor Slumber to your Eye-Lids, till you 
7 have ground to conclude, that he is yours. En- 
deavour therefore to clip the Wings of your flying 
Fancies, and check your rambling Thoughts, yea, 
* ftop and ſtay your flowing Affections, that being 
thus reſtrain'd they run not, as in times paſt, 
11 after lying Vanities, and let your utmoſt Endea- 
'$ vours be a the winning of Chriſt, and for Motive 
5 and Argument conſider, that the Prize is worthy, 
the Way is eaſy, the Time is ſhort, and the 
Danger is great; if you win Chriſt you win all, 
but if you loſe him, all is loſt; in other things 
Neceſſity and Intereſt are the moſt prevailing 
Motives to Action and Endeavours, and how un- 
accountably ſtupid muſt they be, who are no ways 
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1 moved by ſuch Arguments; but if after all this, 
| you chooſe rather to remember and regard Riches, 
1 Honours, Houſes, Lands, or whatever elſe may 


be 
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be yours, and herewith forget and neg lect, re- 
fuſe and reje&, and thus finally loſe the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, how inexcuſable and intolerable will 
your Caſe be, when you ſhall look that Jeſus in 
the Face, from whoſe Face the Heavens and the 
Earth ſhall flee away, and all Nations wail be- 
cauſe of the dread of his Approach ? if therefore 
you would eſcape his Frowns and Fury, yea, his 
utmoſt Indignation and Wrath, and have the 
Marks of his royal Favour, the Smiles of his 


| Countenance, yea, the moving of his Bowels, and 


the Kiſſes of his Mouth, win him. It is remarkable, 
that as there 1s an acceptable Year of the Lord, 


fo to it 1s annexed the Day of Vengeance of our 


God, Iſa. 61. 2. And as ever you would eſcape 
the latter, be ſure to priſe and improve the 
former; nor can you do this better, than in the 
winning of Chriſt, therefore kiſs the Son left he be 


angry, and ye periſh from the Way, when his Wrath 


#s kindled but a little, bleſed are all they that put their 
Truſt in him, Pſal. 2. 12. Turn then the Eyes of 
your Minds towards him, ſet your Affections upon 
him, and let him have the moſt cloſe and intent 
Application and Addrefles of your Minds ; nor 


would I leave you thus, without giving you ſome 


ſhort, but ſuitable Direction: If then you would 
win Chriſt, with all that pertains unto him, wiſely 
obſerve, and diligently improve all Times, Means 
and Occaſions which tend thereunto; thus watch 
daily at his Gates; freely and frequently read 


and hear his Word, for to this the Promiſes of 
his Grace are annex'd, Rev. 1. 3. Prov. 8. 34. And 


when at any time the things of this World do 


fail us, or ſeem to frown upon us, or yield us 


nothing but the bitter Fruits of Vexation, Trou- 


ble and Grief, O then ſhould we remember the 
Conſtancy of Chriſt, and thoſe ſurpaſſing Comforts 


that, 
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that low from him who hath aſſured us, that in 
the World we ſhall have Trouble, but in him we 
may have Peace; then ſhonld we gather and eat 
his Fruits, who has ſaid, My Fruit is better than 
y Gold, yea, than fine Gold, and my Revenue than choice 
F Silver: Thus when, as is the preſent Caſe, we 
0 loſe a Friend, or Relation on Earth, this ſhould 
put us in mind, and in queſt of a better in Hea- 
ven; ſuch is our Lord jeſus: And many times the 
4 Lord doth improve ſuch Occaſions as theſe, to 
the Ends of commencing or renewing Acquain- 
tance and Communion with himſelf. Ja. 54. 6. 
> The Lord hath called thee as a Woman forſaken and 
4 grieved in Spirit, and a Wife of Youth, when thou waft 
1 refuſed, ſaith thy God. Jacob found God in Bethel, 
when Eſau was to him as a Son of Beliel. And how 
often has the Lord put Songs in their Mouths, 
who have been put in Priſon Be his Cauſe. 

2dly, They that win Chriſt not only may, but 
onght to wear him : And unto this there is often- 
times great Need of Exhortation ; If a Man or a 
Woman win any Thing of a wearable Kind, may 
they not, nay, do they not commonly wear it ; even 
ſo ſhould thoſe that win Chriſt, The Apoſtle faw 
that there was great Need to excite the Ro- 
mans to this, as in the 13th Chapter, and 14th 
Verſe, But put ye ou the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, (mark) it 
is the Lord that is to be put on, and if fo, we muſt 
put off our own Lordlineſs, and ceaſe to live as 
we liſt, or as tho' we were accountable to none: 
But to put him on as we ought, - is to make his 
Will our Rule, and his Law our Obligation, as 
it is written, Pſal. 45. 11, He is thy Lord, and 
worſhip thou him : Nor is Darkneſs more contrary 
to Light, than the Life and Language of that Man 
who complements Chrift with the Name and Title 
of Lord, when he is reſolved to be his own. _ 
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this he proclaims by a diſſolute and wicked Con- 
verſation, and therefore our Saviour in ſo ſharp 
a Manner, does interrogate ſuch, ſaying, Why 
call ye me Lord, and do not the Things which I ſay un- 
to you ? As if he had ſaid, for ſhame, leave ſuch 
Contradictions, either quit my Name, or keep 
your ſelves under the awful Authority of the 
ſame; For to yield and ſubmit to his royal 
Pleaſure, in whatſoever is of a practical Na- 
ture, is to put him on, and this is the undoubted 
Right of all that win him: And thus did the Jay- 
lor and his Houſe, having won Chriſt, they ſoon 
put him on, by being baptized, according to his 
{ſpecial Command and holy Example, As 16. 33, 
34. And thus allo did the Galatians win and wear 
Chriſt, Gal. 3. 27. For as many of you as hape been 
baptized into Chriſt, have put on Chriſt : Anda. did 
the Corinthians, and Samaritans, Acts 8. 12. & 18. 
8. Andin wearing this our Winnings, Jeſus is to be 
ſo put on, as to =_ all Hopes in, and Conceits 
and Confidence of being {ſaved by any other Way 
or Means whatſoever ; for there is none other 
Name given under Heaven, whereby Men might 
be ſaved, but by the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, nei- 
ther is any Thing, nor every Thing, we may, or 
can do, in the leaſt to be ſubſtituted, or put in 
the Room of Jeſus Chriſt ; for Jeſus will be alto- 
gether, or not at all our Saviour, as may be ea- 
fily and ſtrongly argued from his next Title, and 
the other Part of the Chriſtian-Garment, which 

is Chriſt, or the Anointed of God. But then, 
Secondly, To them that may hope, at leaſt, that 
they have won Chriſt; theſe I exhort to take 
and keep their Comforts, Pleaſure, and Delights 
in him, in whom is to be found all that is ad- 
equate or ſuitable ro ſuch an End: For, when 
Perſons have won any Thing of Worth and Ex- 
| cellence, 
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cellence, they do nor only wear it, but take 
Pleaſure and Delight therein, much more ſhould 
they that win Chrift do ſo. Men of worldly 
2 Minds will rejoice when they win or gain any 
3 Thing ſuitable to their Diſpoſitions and De- 
5 fires: Thus Soldiers will rejoice and triumph when 
they win Battles, take Towns and Spoils, or when 
they over-run, conquer, and ſubdue Countries 
and Kingdoms: And Merchants and Mariners 
will be glad, and rejoice, when they win or get 
great and rich Returns, after long and dangerous 
Voyages; but what is all this, that is, or might 
be mention d of this kind, to the Winning of 
. Chriſt? For, what Compariſon is there between 
Carnal and Spiritual, Temporal and Eternal, Fi- 
nite, and Infinite Good. No wonder then to hear 
Mary ſay as before, My Soul doth magnify the Lord, 

and my Spirit hath rejoyced in God my Saviour : And 
I ſaiab, I will greatly rejoyce in the Lord, and my Soul 
Ppall be joyful in my God, for he hath clothed me with 
the Garments of Salvation, and covered me with the 
Robes of Righteouſneſs, as a Bridegroom decketh him= 
Self with Ornaments, and as a Bride adorneth her ſelf 
with her Jewell, Iſa. 61. 10. Habakkuk 3. 17, 18. 
Phil. 3. 3. He are the Circumcifion that worſhip God 
in the Spirit, and rejoyce in Chriſt Jeſus, aud have no 
Confidence in the Fleſh: And indeed, in him are 
found all the Arguments and Reaſons of ſpiritual 
Pleaſure ; and tho' we are allow d to take Pleaſure 
in ſome other Things, yet this is to have the Aſ- 
- - Cendant: And therefore David would make his 
Acceſs to God, as to his chief Foy : For whatever 
may be taken as the ſeveral Wells of Salvation, 
out of which, with Joy, Water is to be drawn, 
vet Chriſt is the Fountain from whence all theſe 
Waters and Pleaſures flow. And thus may we 
account for St. Paul's frequent and fervent urging 
F Chriſtians 
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Chriſtians to rejoyce in the Lord, and again, 1 ſay re- 
Joyce. Here the Reaſon as to the Object is always 
the ſame, and ſtill firm and ftable, and the Exer- 
ciſe ſometimes unſpeakable and full of Glory, when 
it is under the Conduct and Influence of a lively 
Faith, and ardent Love, then, as with a diſcern- 
ing Eye, and an applying Hand, like St. Paul, 
ſuch can ſay, Who loved me, and gave himſelf for 
me; or can read and appropriate to themſelves his 
Draught and Deſcription of the Saints Inventory, 
wherein it is ſaid again, and again, That all is 
yours; whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the World, 
Life, or Death, Things preſent, or Things to come, All 
are yours. And ſeeing this All is theirs, hence it 
is, that ſometimes they are fill'd with all Joy and 
Peace through believing, Rom. 15. 13. 

But here I muſt take peculiar Notice of them, 
whoſe Way to theſe Things may be cloudy and 
dark, as well as rough and deep, and conſequent- 
ly their Adventures therein (as they may think) 
dangerous ; ſuch I mean, who tho' they may have 
won Chrift, yet have bur little Hope, and leſs Com- 
fort, who walk in Darkneſs, and have no Light, 
ſuch ſhould truſt in the Lord, and ſtay themſelves upon 
their God, And tho' the ſmoaking Flax can hard- 
ly be blown into a Flame, nor Judgment brought 
unto a victorious Iſſue, yet their Cauſe is record- 
ed on High; and therefore in the mean time, let 
ſuch of you conſider the many goodly Signs there 
are with you, of Chriſt's having won you, and of 
your winning him: For, what leſs than this can be 
meant, by the frequent Working of your Hearts 
towards him, and the great Share he hath in your 
Thoughts, who, many times, by his Kindneſs, 
captivates and keeps the ſame with your greateſt 
Delight and Approbation, being at the ſame time 
well aſſured, that none is more worthy and deſer- 
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ving thereof, ſo that he hath the Aſcendant, in 


your Eſteem, and the frequent Viſits of your fer- 
vent Deſires, who with the Pſalmiſt can ſay, Lom 


bave 1 in Heaven but thee, and there is none on Earth, 


that I deſire befides thee. Since therefore your deepeſt 
and greateſt Concern is about the winning of him, 
and your greateſt Fear, that of miſſing of, or lo- 
ſing him, one might think it were no great or hard 
Matter to perſuade ſuch of their having won 
Chriſt ; but yer many times ſo it is: Tho' they 
can joyn with John in this, we love him, yet are 
afraid of the Concluſion, becauſe he firſt loved us. 
Oh to think that they ſhould be the Beloved of 
the Lord, this is what they can hardly give into, 
when they conſider how unlovely they look in their 
own Eyes, not minding, or not believing what he 
hath faid, I love them that love me, and thoſe that 
feek me early fhall find me, Prov. 8. 17. Or think- 
ing that his Love is like their own, not being able 
to act, but on the Conſideration and View of ſome 
alluring and attractive Excellency in the Object. 
But Beloved, this is a grand Miſtake, for the Lord 
hath aſſured us, That he loves freely, Hoſ. 14. 4. Ezek. 
16. 8. But if Chriſt hath won you, why ſhould it 
be an incredible Thing that you have alſo won him, 
when the Signs of the former are as ſo many Seals 
to the latter? Cannot you ſay that he hath, in 
ſome Meaſure, the Bent of your Minds, and fer- 
vent Deſires of your Souls? Is it not in your 
Hearts to ſuffer, yea, to adventure any Thing for 
him, and cleave and adhere unto him? Should 
you be enticed to turn your Backs upon him, or 
to return to Egypt, or Moab, would it not make 
your Hearts to ake, yea, become a Motive to take 


| freſh and firmer Hold of, and to follow Chriſt, as 
Ruth did her Mother-in-Law; and if Satan raiſe 


a tempeſtuous Storm, by ſetting. near — 
2 | and 
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and whoever elſe he can, with all imaginable 
Fierceneſs and Fury againſt you ; if then you va- 
lue fo much the more the Friendſhip of Chriſt, 
and take Sanctuary under the Shadow of his Al- 
mighty Wings, which they that know his Name 
will do, I am truly perſuaded, that you are of 
the Number of them that have won Chrift, and 
therefore ſhould take Pleaſure and Delight in him. 
zah, Seeing Chriſt is ſo great and valuable a 
Prize, and to be won in the Manner as hath been 
ſhewn, then permit and allow me to make my Ap- 
plication and Addreſs to you, in the ſweet and 
pleaſant Way of Invitation and Entreaty, which 
ordinarily is moſt taking and moving with the 
Sons of Men. And Oh that my Ability was ad- 
equate to my Wiſh and Deſire; then would I fo 
ſpeak, that Multitudes might believe : Rut I know 
that the Succeſs of all, in this Caſe, is in other, 
higher, and better Hands, which ſometimes make 
ule of but mean and unpoliſhed Inſtruments. 
Therefore now if you have any Regard to the be- 
coming truly happy, ſuffer your ſelves to be per- 
ſuaded ta make your Adventures for, and Adyan- 
ces towards the winning of Chrift, aſſuring your 
ſelves that the doing of this will be the nobleft 
Performance that can be brought into the Ac- 
count of your Lives. This is the Crown and 
Glory of Chriſtianity, which, as ever you would 
truly attain, hearken to no Diſcouragement, nor 
be afraid of any Amazement ; for tho' your Sins 
were for Number as the Sands, and for Colour as 
the deepeſt Crimſon or ſcarlet Dye, yet notwith- 
ſtanding all this, may you win Chriſt, (if but truly 
willing) and with him the compleat Abſolutian of 
all manner of Sins: What therefore I would in 
particular perſuade you to, is, ſpeedily, preſent- 
V, and heartily to accept of an offer'd Jeſus, who 
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is now at your Doors; nor doth he ſtand idle 
there, but by many repeated Knocks, gives 
Intelligence of his great Condeſcenſion towards 
you, his vaſt Concern and Compaſſions for your 
4 Souls. Hear therefore his own Declaration to 
. this Purpoſe, Rev. 3. 20. Behold, I ſtand at the 
1 Door and knock, if any Man hear my Voice, and open 
the Door, I will come in to him, and ſup with him, and 
he with me. Therefore open the Doors of your 
Hearts, that he may come in, who brings alon 
with him all defirable Entertainments ; and 1 
you are but willing, be aſſur d he is much more 
ſd, there being no Reaſon to doubt hereof, when 
you conſider, it is he that worketh in you both to 
will aud to do, of his own good Pleaſure. If then by 
his Power there be wrought in you ſach a Mind 
and Will, ſuch a Bent and Inclination, as to ad- 
mitt and accept of Chriſt, as your Sovereign and 
Saviour, in him you will find the greateſt Reaſons 
or ſuch a Choice; and if, to ſuch an End, you have 
any Reſpect to the Goodneſs of Nature, behold 
it is in its Perfection in him; or if you have any 
Regard to Beauty, behold he is white and ruddy, 
and the Chiefeſt among ten Thouſands, and fairer than 
the Children of Men ; nay, he is the Brightneſs of his 
Father's Glory, and the expreſs Image of his Perſon, 
Cant. 5. 10. Pſal. 45. 2. Heb. 13. Or if Wiſdom 
and Knowledge may be any Motive, behold, al the 
Treaſures of this kind are with him, Col. 2. 3. Or 
if Riches and Honours may be any Inducement to 
you, know ye, that this alſo is with him, and that 
of the beſt Kind, and longeſt Conrinuance : 'There- 
fore hath he ſaid, Prov. 8. 18. Riches and Honours - 
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are with me, yea, durable Riches and Righteouſneſs, 
and that his Fruit is better than Gold, and his Reve- 
nue than choice Silver : Or if you have any Regard 
) _ haStrength, Power, and Authority, why, theſe alſo 


are 
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vl are with him, Matt. 28. 18. Rev. 5. 12, 13. All 
1 which being duly conſider d, can you find any 
. Room or Reaſon to object againſt him, or your 
1 accepting and embracing of him? But if any 
ſhould- yet think, that this is too great and good 
for them, conſider, that if he don't think ſo, nei- 
ther ſnould you, and that he does not ſo think, 
what can be more evident than this is, by all the 
| amazing Steps of his matchleſs Condeſcenſion, but 
| | at preſent you need not look or go any farther 
1 than to your own Doors, where it is (as you have 
| __ heard) that he is waiting on you to this 
very End: And ſhall he thus and there wait upon 7 
and court you, and you not conſent and yield: Far, 
far be it from you, that you ſhould ever any longer 
be ſo imprudent and unwiſe, as to add to all your 
; other Sins, this moſt intolerable one, of refuſing 
| and rejecting an offer'd and offering Jeſus ; for tis 
he you ſee that thus offers himſelf: It remains $3 
then, that you conſider, there is nothing ſo great = 
lying in the way, to hinder your having of Chriſt, 
if as your Sin and Folly in refuſing of him. Behold 
| | therefore, and conſider, that as there is nogreater 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Duty incumbent upon you, nor Good to be attain- 
ed and enjoyed by you, than is the winning and 
having of Chriſt; and that now he is near, even 
at the Door, yet know, that if you continue to 
neglect, he will not always continue to wait; for 
the acceptable Year of the Lord, and the Day of 
his Grace will be over, Seek the Lord then while he 4 
may be found, embrace the preſent Seaſon, left loſing 
your Opportunity, you therewith alſo loſe Chrift, 
your ſelves, and all together. .Y 
But here it is likely, that ſome may be ready F 
to fay, that now I have touch'd them to the Quick, 
you I mean, who, it may be, frequently think, and 
dreadfully fear, that the Day of Grace is _ 
'« - Aon R 
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and the Door of Hope ſhut againſt you; when 
you conſider the many Calls you have lighted, the 
Tonvictions you have ſtifled, and the many Pro- 
miſes, Vows, and Reſolutions you have broken, 
the Remembrance of which is moſt grievous, and 
fills the Soul with unexpreſſible Bitterneſs, bear- 
ing it down with a Burthen intolerable ; and no 
wonder it is ſo, while you think your ſelves in that 
Gall of Bitterneſs, that can admit of no Sweet; 
and bound with that Bond of Iniquity, that is not 
to be broken. Thus the Soul inftead of quench- 
ing and extinguiſhing theſe Sparks of Hell, adds 
Fuel to the Flame, and thereby feeds and nouriſhes 
its own Tormentors; for ſuch are Fear and De- 
ſpair.. But (if you can) ſtay your ſelves a little, and 
conſider, that as before you may have been too 
flow and dilatory, ſo now, it may be, you are too 
quick and raſh ; for as we are naturally apt, and 
prone to go from one Extream to another, fo, no 
doubt, is Satan very forward to obſerve our Tem- 
per, and improve every Occaſion to this End : But 
if, as you think, the Day of Grace is over, I de- 
fire to know, how you came by this Day, or this 


Opportunity and Seaſon of Grace, nay, by this 


Light and Conviction, this Fear and Care, yea, 
this Senſe and Sorrow, all which bear Witneſs, 
that the Day of Grace is not over, but lengthen- 
ed out unto you: While therefore Chriſt is knock- 
ing, as now, at your Doors, the Day of Grace is 
not over; while the Senſe of your Duty and Dan- 
ger is quick upon you, as is evident by your Com- 


plaints, the Day of Grace is not over; that which 


cloſed and ſhut up the Day of Grace with the 
Jews, was the Things that belong'd to their Peace 
being hid from their Eyes. And can you find the 
Jews complaining, as you do, that the Day of 
Grace is over ? No, ſurely, their Eyes are _ 
N that 
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that they do not ſee, and their Mouths are topr; 
that they cannot ſpeak, as you do in this Caſe ; 
this Seaſon, and the. Senſe of it generally ceaſe 
together: While therefore you are deſirous and 
ſolicitous for Chriſt and Grace, that Day is not 


over with you, nor any that are thus coming un- 


to him, and whoever do come, he will in no wiſe caſt 
them out; and if ſo, then not for what you com- 
plain of. Have you lighted and refuſed Chriſt and 
Grace ? Yet after all this, if you come to him, he 
will not for theſe Slights and Refuſals. that you 
have been guilty of towards him, flight and refuſe 
vou; no, no; faith he, in no wiſe, for no Cauſe, or 
by no Means, from which, may we not draw this 
Concluſion ?: That by no Means ſhould you keep 


your ſelves from Chriſt, and eſpecially by ſuch 


weak and groundleſs Concluſions as yours are, as 
that the Day of Grace is over, and the Door of 
Hope ſhut : But to draw towards a Concluſion, 
I ſhall, | 


a athly, Apply it by way of Comfort, and that par- 4 


ticularly, | 

Firſt, To ſuch as have won Chriſt, you, who ever 
yon are. who have thus.done, for your Comfort 
conſider, that as the Prize you have won is the 
greateſt, ſo your Intereſt therein is the ſureſt ; as 
the former is ineſtimable, ſo the latter is unalter- 
able ; for as the Prize you have won is moſt pre- 
cious, ſo your Propriety is not precarious, Chriſt 
being once yours, will for ever remain ſo, never, 
never to be loſt; rho! it is true that the Evidences 
thereof may be ſometimes io ſullied or defac'd that, 
you may not be well able to read your Securities, 
yet even then, God harh a Counter- part or Copy 
of all the Deeds and Grants, of Titles and In- 


tereſt, made at any time to his People, and holds 


himſelf obliged to make them good, and en 
when 
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when Chriſtians cannot remember, or read their 
old Evidences, they ſhould apply to God for 
more, giving up the former; but here behold how 
much better it is to win Chrift, than this World, 
all which is of a loſeable Nature, precarious and 
uncertain to the Winners of it. The Chaldeaus won 
the firſt Monarchy of the World, yet they loft it 
by the Perfians, nor could they, having won it, 
keep it from the Grecians, nor they again from 
the Romans, nor will theſe be able to keep it from 
the Chriſtians, when once God's Time is come for 
the taking it away; I mention theſe Things, be- 
cauſe they are the greateſt Winnings that Men 
can make as to the Things of this World, and by 
this may we ſee how fickle and uncertain are the 
hold and enjoyment of theſe Things, to the Win= 
ners thereof, and how endleſs were it to take no- 
tice of all other and leſſer Things of this kind ; 


the rich Man mentioned by our Lord, who in the 
view of his Abundance, ſaid to his Soul, take thine 


Eaſe, eat, drink and be merry, for thou haſt much 
Goods laid up for many Years ; To him God ſaid, thou 
Fool, this Night thy Soul ſhall be required of thee, then 


| whoſe ſhall all thoſe Things be, which thou haſt 


provided ; but neither in Life nor Death, when 


= God takes away the Soul, will he take away 
Chriſt from them that win him; and if Chriſt were 


to be loſt as ſoon as won, what Encouragement 
were it to win him, or Comfort to them that have 
ſo done ? But the contrary to this, is what I ſhall 


3 endeavour to demonſtrate, and that by ſeveral 


Arguments. As, 

Firſt, If the Gifts and Callings of God be without 
Repentance or Change, and the winning of Chriſt 
is of that kind; then they that win Chriſt ſhall not 
loſe him; but the one is certainly true, therefore 
the other, Rom. 11. 29. is an expreſs Proof of the 

G former, 
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former, and to deny the latter, is to ſay that neither 
Chriftnor the Winning of him, are the Gift of God, 
which is directly contrary to the Scriptures, which 
declare, that God fo loved the World, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him 
might not periſh, but have everlaſting Life, John 3. 16. 
And is not Faith, by which Chriſt is won, the Gift 
of God alſo; Eph. 2. 8. He that ſpared not his own 
Son, but delivered him up for us all; how ſhall he not 
with him alſo freely gives us all Things? And is not 
Faith, and every thing elſe, whereby Chriſt may 
be ſaid to be won, and a ſure Intereft in him 
obtain'd, of the number of al Things, which are 
neceſſary > Which if they are, then are they God's 
Gifts, and ſuch as he never repents the giving, 
nor will take away, or ſuffer to be loſt. And thus 
I think my firſt Argument ftands good, that ſuch 
as win Chriſt ſhall never loſe him. But then, 

2aly, If Chriſt will never loſe ſuch, then they ſhall 
never loſe him, both which are equally true, John 6. 
39. And this is the Father's Will which hath ſent me, 
that of all which he hath given me I ſhould loſe nothing, 
but raiſe it up again at the laſt Day; and in Chap. 10. 
27, 28, 29. My Sheep hear my I/oice, and I know them, 
and they follow me, and I give to them eternal Life, and 
they ſball never periſh, neither ſhall any pluck them out of 
my Hand: My Father which gave them me, is greater than 
all, and none is able to pluck them out of my Father's 
Hand; therefore as the Will and Power, both of the 
Father and the Son, are engaged to keep, preſerve 
and ſave all ſuch, it cannot be that theſe ſnould be 
loſt; but if any ſnould object, that theſe may, not- 
withſtanding, loſe God and Chriſt; I anſwer, if 
this were true, it muſt be either in point of Favour 
or Fruition, but neither of theſe are true, and 
_ T concern not my ſelf with any other Senſe, where- 
in the Terms of the Objection, may be prerended 
: to 
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to be underſtood ; now, that thoſe who win Chriſt 
ſhall never loſe the Favour and Fruition, neither 
of the Fatlier, nor the Son, (that is, totally and for - 
ever) is a Truth abundantly atteſted in the ſacred 
Scriptures, 7o%n 13. 1. Having loved his own, he 
loved them to the End, Jer. 31. 3. Tea, 1 have loved 
thee with an everlaſting Love, and therefore with Love- 
ing-kindueſs have I drawn thee, Pſal. 89. 30, 31, 32, 
33. If his Children forſake my Law, and walk not in my 
Judgments, if they break my Statutes, and keep not my 
Commandments, then will I viſit their Tranſgreſſions 
with a Rod, and their Iniquities with Stripes, never- 
theleſs. my Loving-kindneſs will I not utterly take from 
him, nor ſuffer my Faithfulneſs to fail ; my Covenant 
will not break, nor alter the Thing that is gone out of 
my Mouth, Iſa. 54. 10. For the Mountains ſhall de- 
part, and the Hills be removed, but my Kindneſs (hall 
not depart from thee, neither ſhall the Covenant of my 
Peace be removed, ſaith the Lord, that hath Mercy on 
thee, Though he may hide his Face, and appear 
ſometimes as angry, and ftrike cloſe and hard with 


his Rod, yet all this is conſiſtent with his con- 


ſtant and unchangeable Loving-kindneſs, ſo that 
this is not to be loſt ; but it is likewiſe evident that 
the Fruition of God and Chriſt ſhall not be loſt, 


and that neither as to the State of Grace here, nor 


of Glory hereafter, if he will never turn away 


from theſe to do them good, then they ſhall never 
loſe him, but he will never ſo turn away, as appears 
from Jer. 32. 40. And not only ſo, but he alſo 
holds himſelf deeply engaged to perform what he 
hath ſaid, to wit, that he will put his Fear in their 
Hearts, that they ſhall not depart from him, Thus 
you ſee that God will not, and they ſhall not turn 
away, and how then can theſe be loſt > Which they 
muſt be if they loſe Chriſt, and hath not he pro- 
miſed to be with his always to the end of the World, 
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Mat. 28. 20. And how can they loſe him, who 
will be always with them, nay, ſeeing it is in theſe 
that Chriſt doth live, dwell and reign, how can 
Ley loſe him? But to theſe Things the Scriptures 


do plainly and abundantly witneſs ; beſides, if ei- 


ther Chriſt could loſe, or be loſt by the true 
Chriſtian, it muſt be, I preſume, either by their own 
Folly, or the Fraud and Violence of their Enemies, 
but theſe Things cannot agree with the Scriptures, 
which have, nor with many others that might be 
mention'd, if theſe Things were to be admitted, it 
muſt be granted that the Gates of Hell do prevail, 
contrary to the great Promiſe of our all-ſufficient 
Saviour, who hath abſolutely and peremptorily 
ſaid, Father, I will that thoſe which thou haſt given 
me, may be with me, to behold my Glory; and by his 
Apoſtle St. Paul, hath aſſured us, that theſe ſhall 

be ever with the Lord. It therefore follows then, 


that they which win Chriſt never will, nay never 
fball loſe him, c 
zah, If they that win Chriſt, may loſe him again, 
then may Chriſt loſe the Travel of bis Soul, the Pur- 
chaſe of his Blood, the Members of his Body, and 
his own myſtical Perfection, but the latter is falſe, 
and therefore ſo is the former; if that which tends 
to make Preaching vain, Believing vain, and to 
bring all Men again under Sin and Condemnation, 
is by no means to be admitted, then conſequently 
the loſing of Chriſt is not to be admitted; 1 Cor. 
15. 14. if Chriſt be not riſen, ſays the Apoſtle, then 
is 0ur Preaching vain, and your Faith vain, Now 
though this Conſequence were true, if Chriſt was 
not riſen, yet by the Falſity of the latter, he proves 
that of the former, and the Caſe is the fame to 
them that believe; as to the loſing of Chriſt, whe- 
ther in the Grave; or out of the ſame, they were 
gs good loſe him there as ang where elſe, but this 
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you ſee is not to be admitted, without a dreadful 
train of Conſequences; for admitting the former, 
there is no avoiding the latter. 

4 0%, If the Perſon, Capacity and Covenant of 
the ſecond Adam, and the State of them that are 
in and under him, be unſpeakably better, and 
more ſure than the firſt, then conſequently Chriſt 
cannot loſe his People nor be loſt by them; and 
it is needleſs to prove that Chriſt is better than 
Adam, or that his Perſon, Capacity and Covenant 
are likewiſe ſo, for to deny this, is to detract from 
the Honour of our great Redeemer, and extremely 
weaken the Hope and Comfort of Believers; But 
though J could agreeably to my ſelf inlarge on 
this Subject, yet I mutt forbear, and leave it with 


, what I have ſaid for the good Hope, and ſtrong 


Conſolation of them that win Chriſt, while they 
conſider that theſe their great Winnings don't 
lye ſo precarious and uncertain, as all the good 
Things of this World do, nor as our State and 
Standing in Adam did, but that the Happineſs of 
thoſe that win Chrift, is built, and ſtands upon 
unſhaken and everlaſting Foundations; when 
therefore the great God will ſhake the Heavens 
and the Earth, and make them melt and depart, 

even then theſe are the Things which ſhall re- 
main, and that cannot be ſhaken, even the Cove- 


nant of Grace, the Kingdom of Chriſt, and the 


Subjects and Bleſſings thereof, Heb. 12. 27. (But 
finally, in a Word or two to the Relations of our 
deceaſed Friend, who I hope will bear with me, 
while I tell you the good Hope I have of her hap- 
py End, and of her winning of Chriſt, in her way 
thereunto. And that, og Se 

Firſt, Becauſe what ever Enticements ſhe might 
have to the contrary, yet with a brave and ex- 


of 
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of the Promiſe, watching daily at Wiſdom's Gates, 
and waiting at the Poſts of her Doors, which is 
the way to find her, and to obtain Life and Favour 
of the Lord. | 
But more particularly, as I had two Oppor- 
tunities of converſing with her a little before ſhe 
dy'd, in both of them I found it to be the Bent 
of her Mind, and the great Concern of her Life, 
that ſhe might win Chriſt, and be found in him; 
and tho' through her Being then very weak and 
languiſhing, ſhe ſpake but faintly of other Things, 
yet on the ſpeaking of Chriſt, ſhe would appear 
even to put on Strength, as though the Thoughts 
and Speech of him were a reviving Cordial to her ; 
and when I gave but a Hint of Hope, touching 
her Return to live yet a little longer, ſhe ſeem'd 
to reject it with Contempt, in compariſon of Chriſt, 
faying, That Life nor all the World were nothing to an 
Intereft in Chrift : If then ſhe did thus eſteem and 
value him, thus prize and prefer him, and honour 
him with an intent Application of Mind, implo- 
ring his Grace and Mercy, and to be remembred 
by him with the Favour that he beareth to his 
People: Why may we not hope that ſhe won 
Chriſt, as, you have heard, the Woman of Ca- 
naan did ? And on this Foot I would move and 
perſuade you to moderate your Grief, to aſſwage 
and govern your Sorrows : Tho' I know that Na- 
ture is very apt to move and work on ſuch Oc- 
caſions, and to take her Flights, if not more intol- 
lerably confin'd within, and appearing ſo a-foat 
in Floods of Tears, almoſt ready to overwhelm 
her ſelf therein; for the Sorrow of the World 
ſometimes worketh Death : For good old El: hear- 
ing that Jrael was beaten, and that the Ark of 
God was taken, and of his Son's being ſlain, he 
inftantly fell down and dy'd therewith ; and . 
\ che 
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} chel refuſed the Comforts of Life, becauſe her 


Children were not, being, as it were, weary of her 
Life, becauſe theirs was gone ; and David was far 
gone this way, when he ſaid, Oh Abſalom my Son, 
my Son, would I had dy d for thee, And oftentimes 
the Sorrows of ſurviving Relations, for their de- 
parted ones, is inhanc'd with the Remembrance 
of ſome agreeable Things, (as they apprehend) 
as appears from their Conduct and Behaviour: 
And will you indulge and nouriſh an immoderate 
Sorrow for your departed Relation, when you have 
ſuch Hope that ſhe is gone to better Company than 
yours, to a better Place than you are in, to better 
Riches than yours are? Whar, ſhall Tears continual- 
ly trickle or flow from your Eyes, becauſe all are 
wiped away from hers 2 What, can't you ſleep, be- 
cauſe ſhe ſleeps, nor reſt, becauſe ſhe is at Reft ? 
Can you find no Peace, becauſe ſhe is at Peace? 
Are your Boſoms void of all Comfort, becauſe ſhe 
is now lodg d in Abraham's. Now therefore abate, 

*X reſtrain, ' and moderate your Sorrow, unleſs you 
23 would proclaim to the World that you did not love 

her; Chriſt ſaid to his Diſciples, If you loved me 

e world rejoyce, becauſe I ſaid, J go to the Father ; 
not but that they loved” Chriſt. But their Sorrow - 
was not now under the Conduct and Govern- 
ment of Reaſon, Paſſion had got the Aſcendant ; 
and when that becomes fo, tis no wonder to 

hear of Sampſon's loſing his Hair and Strength 

Together: Now Reaſon and Revelation tell the 

Diſciples, that it was for Chriſt's Good, and theirs, 
that he went away, and in that they ſhould rejoyce ; 

Jo now, tho a Daughter, a Siſter, a Wife, a Mo- 
ther, a Neighbour, or a Friend be gone, yet take 
eed that her Gain be not your Grief. But if 
our Affliction bring her frequently to Mind, and 

confeſs it may be hard Ge you to force Eon + | 
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. 
| he. firs to mind this of her, that ſhe recom- 
mist to you the winning of Chriſt, as the grand 
J Ant important Concern of your Lives, and inf this 
= EActer hath made me this Day, as it were, her 
. ®okes-Man to you; ſo that tho' ſhe is dead; 
vet ſpeaketh to you: Think then, when you think 
f her, that you hear Her ſay to you, win, uin 
- ECbrift 3 which if you do, then may you find, that 
= God, who is wonderful in Counſel, and excellent 
| in Working, can bring Good out of Evil, Light 
- =... cutof Darkneſs, and Life out of Death: If then 
| after ſo bright an Example, as is now ſet before: 
you, you axe found in the Remains of your Lires 
* carry a mighty Care and Concern ſor the win- 
= ning of Chrift, taking thoſe Steps, and ſtanding; 
i upon thoſe Grounds; hereon you may enter your? 
Claims of Propriety, and Intereſt in him as your 

vv, then will you be prepaid foptlie Approach of. 


tte King of Terrors, and to go after your departs | 
. Friend: this will curn your Gyzef into Gladne s 
nd your Sor rows into Joys; yea, this is What will 
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i wake you truly bleſſecl both in Life ard Death,” 
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